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SUBJ: NAMIBIA: PROGRESS ON CONSTITUTION PREDICTED 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1. DIRK MUDGE, CHAIRMAN OF SPECIAL SUB-COMMITTEE OE TURNHALLE 
CONFERENCE CHARGED WITH DEVELOPING OUTLINES OF CONSTITUTION 
FOR AN INDEPENDENT SOUTH WEST AFRICA, TOLD PRESSMEN JULY 14 THAT HE 

EXPECTED SIGNIEICANT PROGRESS WHEN MEETINGS RESUME 
AUGUST 3. THOUGH IT SEEMED UNLIKELY THAT CONFERENCE COULD 
PRODUCE FINISHED WORK, MUDGE THOUGHT DEGREE OF PROGRESS WOULD 
BE SUEFICIENT TO SATISEY INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY THAT MEANINGFUL 
ADVANCES BEING MADE. END UNCLASSIFIED 
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2. DEPT FOR AF OFFICER RESPONSIBLE FOR SWA AFFAIRS, EKSTEEN, 

TOLD POL COUNS HE DEPARTING FOR WINDTTEK JULY 15 AND EXPECTED 
TO BE THERE ABOUT TEN DAYS. HE INTIMATED THAT IMPORTANT DIS- 
CUSSIONS WOULD BE HELD WITH VIEW TO DEVELOPING SAGS POSITION 
VIS-A-VIS AUGUST 31 "DEADLINE." HE HAD NO COMMENT ON NEWS 
REPORTS ORIGINATING IN LONDON AND US TO EFFECT THAT CLEMENS 
KAPUUO, LEADER OF HERERO DELEGATION, MIGHT BE BEING GROOMED 
FOR TOP POSITION IN SOME FORM OF INTERIM GOVERNMENT OR 
ADMINISTRATION. 

3. COMMENT: DESPITE RUMORS THAT SAG MIGHT MOVE TO ESTABLISH 
SOME KIND OF TRANSITIONAL REGIME IN SWA, AND BELIEF AMONG 
CONFEREES THAT AN INTERIM ADMINISTRATION WOULD BE AN IMPORTANT 
STEP FORWARD, (CAPE TOWN 0754) THERE IS A SUBSTANTIAL GAP IN 
CONCEPTS. DELEGATES SEEM UNLIKELY TO ACCEPT SOMETHING THAT 
AMOUNTS ONLY TO A GESTURE WITHOUT SOME SUBSTANTIAL SHIFT OF 

AUTHORITY FROM SAG ADMINISTRATORS TO ANY NEW ESTABLISHMENT, 
SINCE IT WOULD SEVERELY DAMAGE THE CREDIBILITY THEY SEEK. 
BOWDLER 
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